Independent Online Edition > Profiles 21.02.2006 18:20 Uhr

THE S 2500
INDEPENDENT

21 February 2006 18:19

® Home
o > News
® > People
® > Profiles

Dr Albert Hofmann: The father of LSD

Dr Albert Hofmann was an anonymous Swiss chemist - then he
inadvertently created the mind-altering 'psychedelic' drug that
would shape popular culture for generations. As he celebrates his
100th birthday, David McCandless hears about the trip of his
lifetime
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Albert Hofmann remembers very clearly the moment when, on a spring afternoon, riding his bicycle, the whole world - and his
life - changed.

"Everything in my field of vision wavered and was distorted as if seen in a curved mirror," says the chemist, who celebrates his
100th birthday tomorrow. "l had the feeling that | could not move from the spot. | was cycling, cycling, but the time seemed to
stand still." It was 1943, and Hofmann was experiencing the world's first LSD trip.
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